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school and community media, and awarded
random prizes for turning in completed record
sheets. She also hung 252 large posters of
nutrition and fitness information all over the
school, and arranged for taste tests and fit-
ness demonstrations during lunch. After she
had collected and analyzed their data, Erin
found that 35 percent of the participants had
increased their activity level, and 62 percent
said they were more motivated to live a
healthier lifestyle.

The program that brought this innovative
young woman to our attention—The Prudential
Spirit of Community Awards—was created by
Prudential Financial in partnership with the
National Association of Secondary School
Principals in 1995 to show youth volunteers
that their contributions are critically important
and highly valued, and to inspire other young
people to follow their example.

Ms. Lavery should be extremely proud to
have been singled out from the thousands of
dedicated volunteers who participated in this
years program. | fully applaud Ms. Lavery for
her initiative in seeking to make her commu-
nity, and West Virginia as a whole, a better
place to live, and for the positive impact she
has had on the lives of others. She has dem-
onstrated a level of commitment and accom-
plishment that is truly extraordinary in today’s
world, and deserves our sincere admiration
and respect. Her actions show that young
Americans can—and do—play important roles
in our communities, and that America’s com-
munity spirit continues to hold tremendous
promise for the future.

———

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATION OF
THE E. PAT LARKINS COMMU-
NITY CENTER IN POMPANO
BEACH, FLORIDA

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Mr. E. Pat Larkins, Com-
missioner of the City of Pompano Beach, Flor-
ida, on the occasion of the dedication of the
E. Pat Larkins Community Center. Commis-
sioner Larkins has been a good friend to me
and to the citizens of Pompano Beach for
more than 20 years.

Born to a carpenter father and a mother
who picked beans for a living, Pat has piled
success on top of success throughout his life.
In the process, he has made possible opportu-
nities for African-Americans they would not
have seen otherwise. In 1971, at a time when
black-owned companies found it difficult to
make headway in the construction industry,
Pat Larkins helped start the Broward Minority
Contractors’ Association to promote the inter-
ests of African-American builders.

In 1985, Pat became the first black mayor of
the City of Pompano Beach. In all, he has
been elected 10 times, for a total of 20 years,
during which he has also served three terms
as Vice Mayor. Pat Larkins has been recog-
nized numerous times as a fine citizen and an
enormous credit to his city and to the people
of Broward County, Florida. He is a great
American, and | am proud to call him my
friend.

Today’s naming of the E. Pat Larkins Com-
munity Center is a fitting tribute to this excel-
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lent man. On behalf of my colleagues in the
House of Representatives and all of the resi-
dents of Florida’s 23rd Congressional District,
| congratulate Pat for this honor and wish him
health, happiness, and continued success in
the future.

———

HONORING THE LIFETIME OF
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF CHUCK WU

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the lifetime of accomplishments of
Mr. Wu Jia Chi, affectionately known to us on
Guam as “Chuck Wu” and to recognize his
humanitarianism. Mr. Wu was born in Taipei,
Taiwan on February 21, 1921. He immigrated
to Guam in 1971 and opened a small busi-
ness in Harmon. His business was the first of
many successful enterprises he has estab-
lished on Guam during the last quarter cen-
tury. Today Mr. Wu is a well respected resi-
dent on our island of Guam and in the Pacific
Region. His entrepreneurial spirit, his commit-
ment to his family, and his dedication to our
community inspires us all.

Mr. Wu is a pioneer in the business commu-
nity on Guam and is a leader within his own
Chinese community. His vision and determina-
tion have contributed to his success, and he
has used this success to help many nonprofit
organizations and worthwhile causes. He is
one who has given back to the community
through his involvement and his time. He is a
dynamic force and his efforts and volunteerism
have helped civic organizations on our island
on many occasions.

Mr. Wu has never lost his firm belief in the
importance of preserving cultural traditions
and customs. He established the Chinese
School of Guam in 1978 and served as the
school’s principal for 7 years. He continues to
advocate for the improvement of our schools
and the development of our young students,
both within the Chinese community and
throughout our island.

Mr. Wu’s commitment to serving and lead-
ing the Chinese community was recognized in
his appointment as a commissioner for Over-
seas Chinese Affairs since 1991. He was also
the president of the Chinese School Founda-
tion of Guam from 1989 to 1993. Moreover,
from 1985 to 1989, Mr. Wu was the president
of the United Chinese Association of Guam.
Mr. Wu also served as president of the Sea
Transport Association of Guam from 1982 to
1985. In 1993 he was honored as the U.S.
Small Business Advocate of the Year.

Mr. Wu has made a lasting impression on
our island of Guam and his leadership in our
community has improved our island signifi-
cantly. | join his wife Shiu-Fong Lai-Wu, his
sons, Fong, Albert, John, and Thomas, his
daughters-in-law, Shaina, Sandra, and Janet,
and his grandchildren, Vera, Valerie, Stefanie,
Alexander, Sophia, Shaun, Chucky, Kaile, and
Tommy, and all the people of Guam, in com-
mending Chuck Wu for his lifetime of accom-
plishments.

February 28, 2006

TRIBUTE TO SAMUEL J.
TENENBAUM

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
pay tribute to a man who has embraced God'’s
admonition to “do unto others as you would
have them do unto you” as his personal
motto. Samuel J. Tenenbaum has been hon-
ored as the United Way of the Midlands’ Hu-
manitarian of the Year, and | can think of no
one more deserving of this recognition.

Sam and | have been friends longer than |
would like to remember. He has always been
a loyal supporter and constant advisor, wheth-
er | seek his advice or not. He and his wife
Inez are dear friends and true kindred spirits.
So when the news images of the devastation
in New Orleans following Hurricane Katrina
spurred me to call on Columbia Mayor Bob
Coble to initiate an effort in South Carolina to
welcome those displaced by this enormous
tragedy, we both immediately asked Sam to
lead the operation that became known as
South Carolina—S.C.—Cares.

Under Sam’s leadership, S.C. Cares be-
came the model for an effective response to a
natural disaster. He assembled thousands of
volunteers, every service provider imaginable,
and public and private sector organizations to
be housed at a community center to provide a
one-stop-shop to meet each and every need
of our guests from the gulf coast. Sam’s ad-
herence to the golden rule meant our guests
would stay in hotel rooms not shelters. He
provided them with dignity, sustenance, and
many times his own personal emotional or fi-
nancial support. Sam worked around the
clock, not because he had to, but because he
couldn’t sleep until he knew the needs of all
our guests were met. Sam was the heart and
soul of S.C. Cares, and he embodies the
enormity of the compassion this community
has to offer.

Although the S.C. Cares center closed its
doors nearly 3 months ago, Sam is still in-
volved with the gulf coast guests that remain
in the Midlands. He is also taking the experi-
ence of S.C. Cares, and transforming it into an
ongoing effort to address homelessness in
South Carolina’s capitol city. Sam knows that
if our community could show such compassion
for strangers from the gulf coast, we can ex-
tend the same graciousness to those who are
homeless in our town. He is working with
Mayor Coble to create an operation similar to
the S.C. Cares center for Columbia’s home-
less that would provide social services, med-
ical services, counseling, job training, and
other programs in a one-stop-shop setting. Ac-
cess to services and the support of a commu-
nity can go a long way to transforming those
who have been forgotten back into productive
citizens. Sam’s compassion is as limitless as
his vision.

After working 33 years in his family’s busi-
ness, Chatham Steel Corporation, Sam retired
in 2000 and dedicated himself to his commu-
nity. Currently he serves on 19 boards and
commissions, which demonstrate the diversity
of his passions. His love of his faith manifests
in his membership of the governing boards of
the Columbia Jewish Federation and the Anti-
Defamation League of B’Nai B'Rith, Southeast
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